
The Evolution of The Back Page 
 

April 1990 saw the launch of the Hubble 
Telescope; an earthquake in Shropshire 
measuring 5.1 on the Richter scale 

(probably not connected); and the first 
appearance of an unassuming half-page 

advert on an inside page of The Chronicle. 

It was well before the first commercial flat screen television had hit the market and the battle 
of formats between VHS and Betamax video tapes was in its final throes.  The unreliability of 
the high voltage components used in cathode ray televisions along with the mechanical 
intricacies of video tape recorders created fertile feeding grounds for many enterprising 
electronic repair boffins. 

And it was one such enterprising chap, a Mr Dave Lewis of Aston Abbotts, 
who provided such a TV and Video repair service and who was responsible 
for the appearance of the advert. 

Evidently business was going reasonably well and, in February 1991, the 
half-page adverts began to make a regular appearance on the premium 
advertising space that was the rear cover of The Chronicle. 

It was the November 1996 issue of The Chronicle that saw a change in the adverts that would 
eventually evolve into what became known colloquially as The Back Page.  This was the 
insertion into the half-page adverts of a small cartoon or other witticism.  

As the months passed, it appears that Dave’s fortunes improved further and, in October 1998, 
he started to place full-page adverts.  These adverts remained mostly dedicated to advertising 
Dave’s business, but a small space continued to be used for the ever-changing cartoons and 
jokes. 

Many more months passed and it was in 2002 that 
The Back Page evolved into its final form with the 
“humour element” of the advert often dominating 
The Back Page – a notable example being the Aston Abbotts 
Watchtower which appeared in fifteen Chronicles between 
January 2014 and June 2015. 

The final The Back Page appeared in November 2016 
followed by a full-page New Year’s Greeting from Dave in the 
December issue.  Apart from a brief hiatus from April to 
September 2009, and the odd time when the rear cover was 
used to announce an important village event, The Back Page 
was always a source of great amusement.  This whole 
venture resulted in a total of 210 The Back Page version of 
the adverts being published – all of which are reprinted here. 

_________________________________ 
And the postscript to all of this is that Dave had no say in what went on The Back Page.  It was 
the editors who were the authors of the jokes which were often based cryptically around some 
event or minor misdemeanour in Dave's life! 

Dave 
Lewis 
(Managing 
Director) 
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