VILLAGE HALL

The Trustees have consulted with the Planning Dept and with Building Control.

Below is an extract from the Planners’ letter giving the comments made by the
Historic Buildings Officer.

The Historic Buildings Officer comments are set out below:

The Aston Abbotts Church Hall is a very attractive single storey brick building located
within the conservation area. It is not listed but lies within the settings of a number of
listed buildings including the parish church. Despite the lack of formal listed status | would
describe the building as an undesignated heritage asset. In terms of its, age, design,
materials and function it clearly makes a positive contribution to both the appearance and
function of the village. On this basis any alterations need to be carefully considered.
There is a small open area to the north side of the building which is bounded by an
apparently well built brick wall which is the subject of this enquiry. It is proposed that this
area is enclosed in order to provide additional facilities to support the use of the Hall;
associated with the proposed enclosure would be the provision of a ramp to assist
disabled access.

In principle | would support the proposal to utilise this area of land because any proposal
that would in turn support the continued use of the building would be advantageous. It is
important that the building is maintained and used in order to ensure it's survival.
However the issue that | can see presenting a potential problem is the actual design of
the roof over any enclosure. The plan presented appears to show a flat roof which would
not be acceptable. At first sight | would suggest that a reduced scale version of the

existing hipped roof should be utilised, although that leaves the question of how to treat
the rear roof, possibly some arrangement with a parapet disguising a flat roof. | hesitate
to be prescriptive in design terms since this needs to be considered by an architect.

The proposal includes breaking through the existing front wall to provide a set of steps to
a new front door; this opening will need to be finished appropriately. It is a pity to cut
through the wall but probably inevitable. The inclusion of a ramp is understood but there
is very limited space to achieve this and new steps; it will need careful planning.

All new materials will need to be matching/sympathetic to the existing building.

| believe that the proposal will result in the loss of a tree on the front elevation you might wish
to seek advice from the tree officers with regard to the value/significance of the tree.

The next stage will be to commission consultants to carry out a measured survey and
prepare a planning application. Armed with a planning consent and detail costings the
Trustees will then be able to approach funders to judge how much money can be
raised and to advise villagers of the funds that the village will need to raise.

Following the Public Meeting held in the Vilage Hall in January and the comments
received the proposed extension has been modified to provide as much floor space for
the hall as possible. (see plan layout on next page) Two unisex toilets are proposed,
one of which can accommodate wheelchair users. Externally ramps will be be built to
comply with the legal requirement to provide access for the disabled. The kitchen will
be refurbished.

The Trustees will keep you informed of futher progress.

John Hardcastle (Chairman), Peter Shorrock, Nigel Palmer (Treasurer), Caroline
Lane, John Whyte, Liz Hall (Secretary)
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